Lettere al Direttore

Dear Editor:

I would appreciate the opportunity to comment on Gerald Meyer’s «reviews
of my biography of Carlo Tresca. Ordinarily, | would not respond to a review
of my work, whether it be good, bad, or indifferent. What | find objectionable
about Meyer’s essay is that, under the guise of a book review, he has written a
diatribe against Carlo Tresca that pursues a specific political agenda. | have al-
ways subscribed to the dictum of Gaetano Salvemini that historical writing is
unavoidably subjective and biased, and that anyone who professes «objectivi-
ty» is a wolf in sheep’s clothing. Meyer doesn’t not claim to be objective in
his assessment of Tresca, but nor is he candid as to the motivation for his at-
tack against this pivotal figure in the history of radicalism in the United States.
It would require too much space to itemize the instances where Meyer selec-
tively chooses to discuss issues that make Tresca look bad, provides information
that is factually inaccurate, ignores what | have said about the matter in my
book, and generalizes about historical movements and events of which he is se-
riously ignorant. Suffice it to say that Meyer is a practitioner of «anti-anti-Com-
munism», an invention of diehard Stalinists whose objective is to discredit and
denigrate anyone and everyone who is or was an anti-Communist, especially if
that person was an anti-Communist of the Left. Accordingly, Meyer views
Tresca (and history) through the distorted lens of the Communist Party of Amer-
ica circa 1937-38. Indeed, his critique of Tresca, albeit in less vituperative lan-
guage, echoes the libelous tirades leveled against Tresca in «The Daily Worker»
during this period. (See issues of April 3, 10, 19, 1937; February 10, 14, 1938).
In a nutshell, Meyer posits the absurd contention that Tresca and many of his
closest associates (John Dos Passos, Herbert Solow, etc.), by virtue of their anti-
communist beliefs and activities, effectively collaborated with the «Enemy» —
Fascism and Capitalism. This viewpoint may satisfy Meyer and other partisans

nostalgic for the cpa in the 1930s, but it isn’t history.
July 27, 2007

Nunzio Pernicone, Professor of History, Drexel University, Philadelphia (PA)
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